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Dear Friends

All good gifts around us

You don’t need me to tell you it’s been a hot, dry summer. As I write, it isn’t yet the
end of August, but already the Met Office is telling us Summer 2025 is the hottest on
record. Grass has gone brown, crops are struggling, if they’ve survived at all,
reservoirs have dried up, leaves are already turning beautiful autumn hues and
dropping from the trees. Yet at the beginning of the year we wondered if the sun
would ever shine again and the rain would ever stop falling. Rivers were overflowing,
crops were flooded, homes were ruined and still the rain fell.

It all adds up to one of the most challenging growing and harvest seasons for a long
time, with some farmers saying it’s the worst they remember, the worst harvest for a
generation. Some crops are high quality. Hay and haylage is extremely good quality
but there just isn’t very much of it and livestock are already eating into the meagre
supply as pastures have dried up. Apples, plums and damsons have thrived, but are
small. Broccoli, cabbage and cauliflowers are small and in short supply. We may even
have to get used to them being ‘wonky’ and pay for the privilege. But there is a
harvest!

And that is the point. In this part of the world, there is a harvest to celebrate and God
has showered us with the gifts we need: to supply, even if food prices go up and fruit
and veg look a little different to the supermarket standard.

Of course, food is not the only gift that God gives to us. There are many gifts we can
celebrate this Harvest season: the roof over our head; the bed in which we sleep;
family members; the companionship of animals; the gift of friendship... the list could
go on. Open our eyes, and we will discover there are many gifts around us for which
we can give thanks.

Before I finish, there is one more gift I want to give thanks for this year, the gift of
shared ministry. In addition to our dedicated Readers, Isobel and Ann, and a number
of OWLs (Occasional Worship Leaders), we are blessed in these parishes to enjoy
ministry from 3 wise retired Priests; John Malbon, Donald Brockbank and Lesley
Bentley.

After 60 years of ordained ministry, 59 of them as Priest, the time has come for John
Malbon to step back from public ministry. I know that John will continue to share his
considerable gifts, not least his gift of encouragement, but for now, on behalf of us all,
I want to say a very Big Thank You to John for the ministry he has so generously
shared for almost 25 years of retirement in the Cross Country Parishes. It has been
greatly appreciated and has borne a rich harvest. Thank you, John, for being one of
God’s good gifts to all of us.

Yours in the love of our generous God,

Revd Anme
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gunday Serviceg

Acton
5" Oct 11:00 am Harvest, 6:30 pm Songs of Praise
12" Oct 8:00 am Communion. 11 am Morning Prayer
19"  Oct 10:00 am Messy Church
26" Oct 8:00 am Communion. 11 am Morning Prayer
2" Nov 11:00 am Communion. 6 pm Commemoration Service

Church Minshull
5" Oct 11:00 am Service of the Word
12"  Oct 11:00 am Cafe Church
19" Oct 11:00 am Communion
26" Oct 11:00 am Messy Church
2" Nov 11:00 am Service of the Word

Worleston
5" Oct No Service
12" Oct 09:30 am Harvest
19" Oct No Service
26" Oct 09:30 am Communion
2" Nov No Service

Wettenhall
5" Oct 11:00 am Green Cafe Morning Prayer for Creationtide
12" Oct 11:00 am Communion
19"  Oct 11:00 am All Age
26" Oct 06:30 pm Informal Communion
2" Nov 11:00 am Morning Prayer

Additionally there is a 10:30 am Communion at Acton every Wednesday
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St David’s Church Wettenhall
Sidespersons Cleaning and Flowers
5N Oct [ Mrs M Sherry Mrs S Ward and Mrs | Drinkall
12P[Oct | Mr G Tucker
191 Oct | Brownies
26" Oct | Churchwardens
2" Nov | Mrs M Drinkall Mrs M Drinkall and Mrs B Brockbank
Website currently unavailable

Mrs K Noden and Mrs M Drinkall

Congratulations

To Frazer Cooke and Rhiannon Ogden- A d erti se H er e
Jones on their engagement earlier this V
year. We wish them every happiness as

they prepare for their married life For af)CD‘VOLW Local

together

admertising distributed to
900 local Ihowmwes
email: ccp.news.advertising@gmail.com

Or call Peter on
07939 954806

The next meetings will be on
October 27? and 6™ November
from 10-12 noon in Church.
Everyone is very welcome to pop in for as
little or as long as they wish.

S
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Eco Church

Creationtide
Each year, from September 1 to October 4, Christians from many different

backgrounds come together in prayer and action to celebrate Creationtide. This is a

season that reminds us to care for our Earth. This season is a time to honour God as
Creator and to remember our shared calling to love and celebrate everything God has
made. At Wettenhall we celebrate Harvest and pray each week through September for

our world. We will finish with a special Morning Prayer on 5th October.

As followers of Christ from around the world, we all share a responsibility to care for
God’s Creation. We are all a part of everything God has made. Our well-being is
closely connected with the well-being of our Earth, and this time of reflection and
action provides an opportunity to safeguard our common home and all of the
countless life forms that share it with us.

This year’s theme is “Peace with Creation”, inspired by Isaiah 32:14-18. The prophet
portrays a desolate Creation, lacking peace due to injustice and the broken
relationship between God and humankind. Though God’s plan for Creation is rooted
in justice and peace, Isaiah implies that human sin disrupts this, leaving Creation in
ruin.

Creation is God’s sacred gift, entrusted to our care. In the Hebrew Bible, ‘shalom‘ or
peace, represents a far deeper idea that extends beyond the absence of conflict to the
full restoration of broken relationships between God, ourselves, the human
worldwide family, and the rest of Creation. This deep interconnectedness makes
peace both essential and fragile.

“Then justice will dwell in the wilderness and righteousness abide in the fruitful

field” (Isaiah 32:16).

Peace with Creation requires proactive steps. pEACE]esus taught
repentance and restorative justice. We need to WITH CREA'"ON
repair broken relationships: between humans \ SEASON OF CREATION 2025
and Earth, humans and other creatures, and aardenofreccchyimans and God.

PEACE WITH CREATION (Season of Creation 2025 prayer)

Creator of all,

we praise you for the gift of life

and for the faith that unites us in care for our common home.

We confess how estranged we have become from one another, from your Creation,
and from our truest selves.

We acknowledge that our greed and destructive impulses have fractured our
relationships with you, with others, and with the Earth.

Fertile fields have become barren, forests lie desolate, and oceans and rivers are
polluted.

Thriving communities have become places of suffering, and the earth cries out.

Amen
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Darnhall and Wettenhall WI

September 2nd Meeting Darnhall and Wettenhall W.1.
Merseyside and Cheshire Blood Bikes.

As ever we opened the meeting with ‘Jerusalem’ and then went straight into the talk
for the evening. It was an excellent presentation from Steve Hunter, one of their riders
and speakers, full of enthusiasm, knowledge and dedication to this wonderful charity.
None of the back-office staff or drivers receive any payment for their work, they are all
volunteers. You may well have seen the Blood Bikes as you travel around our area or
across the country. Each group is a separate charity, but they work together to take
blood, breast milk, emergency prescriptions and equipment across the whole country.
The breast milk bank at the Countess of Chester Hospital is the largest milk bank in
the country and milk is distributed to all parts of the UK if there is a shortage for a
premature baby at any hospital. The only thing that they do not carry for the NHS are
organs for transport. If a package has to travel to areas far from Merseyside, the
regional groups create a relay so that drivers do not have to complete the whole round
journey themselves. The groups are not part of the NHS, but a charity which supports
it, with absolutely no cost to the NHS, saving many hundreds of thousands of pounds
each year. Each group raises all of its own funds, the local group aided by the
generosity of motorbike and car companies and dealerships. They do not receive any
government support. In recent years the local group has purchased four cars to use
for the carriage of larger pieces of equipment and use when the outside temperature
is below 3 degrees centigrade. It’s more dangerous to drive a motorcycle in icy
conditions. The talk was most interesting and full of surprising details. The Blood
Bikers collection box received well deserved donations because we were so impressed
with its valuable work for the NHS. Another excellent evening for all those members
present.

Any woman over the age of 18 is welcome to join us on October 7th 7.00pm Darnhall
Village Hall.

Fovr affordable Local
aduertising distributed to
a00 Llotal howes

email: ccp.news.advertising@gmail.com

Or call Peter on
07939 954806

New One Third and Two Third Page adverts available
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Hl Quallty Haylage

Haylage Hay and Straw
in Large or Small Bales

Shavings and Easi-Bed “

also available e
Contact Ann or Roger on W

01270 528273 or 0776 8881487 P

For Price and Delivery Information &

. ey

www, haylagefrommcholas co.uk & Y
ot m
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Opening Times
Monday - Saturday | pm - Il pm
Sunday 12pm - 10 pm
Food served everyday Ipm - 8 pm
5 Star food hygiene rated

Traditional Cask Ales
2 Regular Ales + 2 Guest Ales

Now in the Good Beer Guide

A wide range of Beers, Wines
and Spirits

Traditional family friendly pub
with a beer garden and car park
Children welcome

Dog friendly

Jooz m/ozgww/ag Poadtlwm 1Zpm. - Gpm. Booking ondy

The Little Man, Winsford Road, Wettenhall, CW7 4DL, 01270 528624




INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes
to your policy or make a claim.

Our insurance products and financial planning services include:

e Car e Farm e Critical lllness
® Home ¢ Equine ¢ I[ncome Protection
¢ Business ¢ Property Owners ¢ Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products
from specialist providers. They’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges.
Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your needs call us or pop in
NFU Mutual, River House, Weaver Bank, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5EA
Tel: 01270 624074 | Nantwich_agency@nfumutual.co.uk

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Approved by NFU Mutual 15/02/2023

L S Young is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society
Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the
NFU Mutual group of companies.

ﬁ
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St Mary’s Church, Acton
Sidespersons
50 Oct |Lesley and Peter Latronico

12t Oct | Chris and Claire Lewis-Jones

19" Oct |[Tracey and Peter Foster
26" Oct [Kath Edwards and Elizabeth Bull
2" Nov [Miriam Harvey and Steve Davies

Visit: www.stmarysacton.org

Tea at the Tower Guided Walks

The next walks are:

5t October

2rd November

7" December Christmas Walk

Tea at the Tower is open every Sunday from 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm.

On the above dates there is a guided walk departing the church at
12:45 pm. Nick organises circular walks varying between 3 to 5 miles,
then returning to the church for a refreshing cup of tea or coffee and a
slice of delicious cake.

The pace of the walks is relaxed, and the routes generally involve canal
towpath and lane walking. The footpaths should be good (also hopefully dry?) and
only a small number of stiles are negotiated. Stout outdoor shoes or walking shoes/
boots are recommended.

All are welcome including dogs on leads

For further information please phone Nick Harley, Lead Walker, on 01270-620612 or
07710983125.

From the Registers

Baptisms

10th August 2025 Albie Thomas, Son of Kersten Rodgers & Sean James

24th August 2025 Maxxi James, Son of Jane Louise & Gregor James Rioch

31st August 2025 Eliza Florence, Daughter of Charlotte Barratt & Dale Manning
We welcome these children into the family of the Church

Funerals

21st August 2025 Hilary Ursula Tomkinson Aged 80

18th September 2025 Frederick “Howard” Nevell Aged 80

Condolences are expressed to family and friends following their sad loss.

Harvest Festival

Sunday 5" October - 11am St Marys Acton and 6.30pm Songs of Praise.



Movie Nights Baptism

Acton Village Movie Night

Movie Nights are held once a month on
a Friday night and doors open at 7pm
for a 7:30pm start. The event is run by
local volunteers and profits go towards
the upkeep and running of Acton
Church and Acton Parish Hall. There is
always a friendly atmosphere - no
bookings needed; seating on a first
come, first served basis. Cost: £5 per
person - free parking in village car
park.

Friday 17™ October 2025

The Good Liar - certificate 15 - stars
Ian McKellen and Helen Mirren.
Friday 14™ November 2025

Johnny English Strikes Again -
certificate PG - stars Rowan Atkinson

Diary Dates

Forthcoming concerts at St Mary’s
Sunday 9 November - Proms in
Acton

Saturday 13" December - St Mary’s
Acton Christmas Concert. Look

out for further details.

Eliza Florence with her pr
Grandmother

Treasurer Vacancy

Treasurer Vacancy — Acton with Worleston 2026

We are looking for a volunteer to cover the busy parish of Acton with Worleston with
a 3 month handover between January and April 2026.

Applicants should have a high standard of mathematical knowledge and skills, be
able to interpret data and write reports as well as being well-organised and a team
player. Experience of working with a Charity would be ideal, though not essential.

Appointment to post will require the appropriate DBS Check as well as following the
Safer Recruitment process.

Further enquiries: James Hickie. Email: Treasurer@stmarysacton.org
or Telephone: 01829 260052

ﬁ



(OU ARE INVITED 7

St. Mary’s Church
" Acton .

4 025

‘A Storybook*
Christmas’

Friday 5th December Open 3pm
Saturday 6" D

Sunday 7" De

s

, to theb

battery lights. Please get your thinking caps on and give me a ring to

reserve a tree. Decorating of trees will be on Thursday 4 December. Please
let me know what your intended title is, so we can

avoid duplication. Claire 01270 611803 or Deana 01270 624889.




Messy Church

Summer at Messy Church

Martha was in a tizzy as Jesus had come to visit - how would she ever get the meal
ready in time? Her sister Mary was just sitting listening to Jesus instead of helping her
in the kitchen! We found out that while being busy and ready to serve was good, the
most important thing is to spend time with Jesus, reading our Bibles and in prayer.
We made delicious wraps to take home for lunch and designed tea towels while the
others thought about Jewish customs of hospitality and the different reactions of
Martha and Mary to Jesus’s visit.

Church friends from the Cross Country Parishes joined us for an active session in
August. We jiggled “dem bones” and prayed with our head, shoulders, knees and toes.
We explored what St Paul meant when he likened the human body to the Church -
the people not the building - made of different parts but all vital to work together.
How could we use our hands, feet, mouths and hearts to build up the body of Christ
in our area? We decorated ourselves on biscuits and filled jigsaw pieces with our gifts
and interests for a banner. The discussion group explored why Paul was writing to the
church in Corinth urging them to work as the body of Christ.

Give us a go! October 19th at 10am - everyone welcome.

BN 74
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Coffee Cateh up

CATCH UP WITH FRIENDS OR
MAKE NEW ONES ROUND THE
SCHOOL RUN

EVERY WEDNESDAY

A new parent or not, call in at Church for
Tea and toast or Coffee and a croissant.

We have started a new initiative at St Mary’s Acton, to welcome
Mums, Dads and carers into Church for a drink and chat with friends
or other parents when they have dropped their children off at school.
The first week of the new term went well, with new Mums being
welcomed by the Churchwardens as well as making new friends and
hearing more about Church and School life from other Mums. The
coffee, tea and toast was enjoyed while the younger siblings had a
play with our toys.

You will be very welcome each Wednesday morning from 8.30 am

_

















































































