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Dear Friends

From the Manger to the Cross

Some years ago I attended an event at Ely Cathedral to mark the Festival of
Candlemas. The Cathedral was filled with literally thousands of candles as we
marked the day when Mary and Joseph went to the Temple to present the 40-day old
Jesus, as Jewish Law required.

The proper name for that festival might be The Presentation of Christ in the Temple,
but for centuries in this country, it has been known as Candlemas. A reminder, on the
final day of the Christmas Season, that 40 days after Christmas Day, the light still
shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it, not even as we leave
Christmas behind and begin, in the cold, dark days of February, to move towards
Lent and our journey to the cross.

In a world which feels increasingly unstable and uncertain, as we move away from
Christmas, we need to take the light we discovered shining in the darkness around
the manger out into the world. As we move towards Lent (which starts on 18™
February), we need to walk towards the cross, confident that travelling the way of the
cross will give us strength in the challenges and uncertainties of life. More than that,
we can travel confident that, beyond the cross, lies the light of the resurrection.
Yours in the light of Christ as we travel from the manger to the cross.

Revd Anme
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gunday Serviceg

Acton
15t Feb 11:00 am Plough Service at Reaseheath
8" Feb 8:00 am Communion, 11:00 am Morning Prayer
15" Feb 10:00 am Messy Church
22" Feb 8:00 am Communion, 11:00 am Morning Prayer
1st Mar 11:00 am United at Wettenhall

Church Minshull
1st Feb 11:00 am Plough Service at Reaseheath
8" Feb 11:00 am Cafe Church
15" Feb 11:00 am Communion
22" Feb 11:00 am Messy Church
1st Mar 11:00 am United at Wettenhall

Worleston
1st Feb 11:00 am Plough Service at Reaseheath
8" Feb 9:30 am Communion
15" Feb No Service
22" Feb 9:30 am Morning Prayer
1st Mar 11:00 am United at Wettenhall Patronal

Wettenhall
1%t Feb 11:00 am Plough Service at Reaseheath
8" Feb 11:00 am Communion
15" Feb 11:00 am All Age Service
22" Feb 6:30 pm Informal Communion
1st Mar 11:00 am United at Wettenhall

Additionally there is a 10:30 am Communion at Acton every Wednesday
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St David’s Church Wettenhall
Sidespersons Cleaning and Flowers
1sl Feb | United at Reaseheath
8" Feb [ Mrs A Hignett
15P[ Feb | Brownies
22" Feb | Informal
184 Mar | Mrs A Brooks Mrs A Howard and Family
Find us on the A Church Near You website

We extend our deepest sympathy to Thank you to everyone who took part in
the family and friends of Pauline our pre-Christmas services to prepare us

Matthews who died on 27th for the great day itselfl.
The beautiful lighting, Christmas tree,

Mrs K Noden and Mrs M Drinkall

Mrs M Drinkall and Mrs B Brockbank

December 2025. . : > .
. decorations, mince pies and mulled wine
Our thoughts and prayers are with were much appreciated. Thank you to
them and all who mourn. everyone who played their part in all the
celebrations.

St David’s Da
:

On Sunday 1st March we will celebrate St.
David's Day with a United Service at 11am. To Lucy Bowes and Sam Lacey on their
recent engagement. We wish them every
Everyone is very welcome to join us, as  happiness as they plan their future
we look forward to singing some rousing together.
Welsh tunes, enjoy the sight of early
spring daffodils, and share in delicious
refreshments following the service.

Make a note in your diaries now!

give
alittle

Give a little - help a lot

Donations to St David’s, Wettenhall
Coffee and Cake

The next meetings will be on
February 5™ and March 5"
from 10-12 noon in Church.
Everyone is very welcome to pop in for as
little or as long as they wish.
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Hl Quahty Haylage

RILTe BN S0
°Haylage Hay and Straw
in Large or Small Bales

Shavings and Easi-Bed

also available
Contact Ann or Roger on
01270 528273 or 0776 8881487
For Price and Delivery Information
wwuw. haylagefrommcholas co.uk ;’% ‘
A
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Opening Times
Monday - Saturday | pm - Il pm
Sunday 12pm - 10 pm
Food served everyday Ipm - 8 pm
S Star food hygiene rated

Traditional Cask Ales
2 Regular Ales + 2 Guest Ales

Now in the Good Beer Guide

A wide range of Beers, Wines
and Spirits

Traditional family friendly pub
with a beer garden and car park
s S --T-; Children welcome

Dog friendly

Jm m/oz QW /?oadlflwwé lZpm - Gpm Booking ondy

The Little Man, Winsford Road, Wettenhall, CW7 4DL, 01270 528624



INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make changes
to your policy or make a claim.

Our insurance products and financial planning services include:

e Car e Farm e Critical lllness
¢ Home e Equine ® I[ncome Protection
¢ Business ® Property Owners e Pensions

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products
from specialist providers. They’ll explain the advice services offered and the charges.
Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your needs call us or pop in
NFU Mutual, River House, Weaver Bank, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5EA
Tel: 01270 624074 | Nantwich_agency@nfumutual.co.uk

@ NFU Mutual

INSURANCE | PENSIONS | INVESTMENTS

Approved by NFU Mutual 15/02/2023

L S Young is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society
Limited (No. 111982). And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the
NFU Mutual group of companies.
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MiLLers OF HicH QuaALiTy ANIMAL FEeDs
DELIVERING HIGH PERFORMANCE

- PROVEN CONSISTENT CONVENTIONAL & ORGANIC|FEEDS
[ EXCEPTIONAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT

/W/ HJ LeG OCI keS Independent British Millers / 1675

A.W.Burrows & Son iw»

Independent Family Funeral Directors

* ESTABLISHED: 1841 *

Complete Funeral Arrangements, Funeral Plans Arranged,
Personal Day and Night Service,
Private Chapel of Rest in Peaceful Rural Surroundings
Snowdrop Villa, Swanley, Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 8QB

01270 524243 / 07711468917

Email : 1nfo@awburrows com

WWW, | h.co.uk n




St Mary’s Church, Acton
Sidespersons
15t Feb |[United at Reaseheath

8" Feb [Chris and Christine Barratt

15" Feb |[Tracey and Peter Foster

22" Feb |Kath Edwards and Elizabeth Bull
1st Mar |United at Wettenhall

Visit: www.stmarysacton.org

Tea at the Tower Guided Walks

The next walk is:

1* February

15t March

12™ April

Tea at the Tower is open every Sunday from 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm.

On the above date there is a guided walk departing the church at

12:45 pm. Nick organises circular walks varying between 3 to 5 miles,
then returning to the church for a refreshing cup of tea or coffee and a
slice of delicious cake.

The pace of the walks is relaxed, and the routes generally involve canal
towpath and lane walking. The footpaths should be good (also hopefully dry?) and
only a small number of stiles are negotiated. Stout outdoor shoes or walking shoes/
boots are recommended.

All are welcome including dogs on leads

For further information please phone Nick Harley, Lead Walker, on 01270-620612 or
07710983125.

Legacy: Keith Ward

LEGACY - St Mary's - Keith Ward

Grateful thanks are expressed for the receipt of a legacy from the Estate of the
late Keith Ward, local Vet, who regularly attended Tea At The Tower and was
often present at our Concerts.

Leaving a gift in your Will

Leaving a legacy to St Mary's Church is a meaningful way to help St Mary's to
continue its ministry, reaching out to everyone, with its accreditation as a
"Place of Welcome", and as a warm, friendly and caring church.

You are welcome to contact Revd Canon Anne Lawson (01270 628864) or
James Hickie, Treasurer (01829 260052) to discuss leaving a legacy to St
Mary's church.



Acton Christmas Concert

A festive Christmas concert featuring the acclaimed chamber choir Concordia filled
St Mary’s Church on Monks Lane in Acton, near Nantwich, on Saturday 13th
December 2025.

Titled A Little Christmas with Concordia, the event delighted audiences with a varied
programme of seasonal favourites, performed in the atmospheric setting of the Grade
Ilisted church. A seasonal hamper raffle also gave concert-goers the chance to support
St Mary’s.

Concordia was formed in the summer of 2020, when a small group of singers met
outdoors to sing in a socially distanced way during the pandemic. Since then, the
choir has grown into a much-loved local ensemble, praised for its uplifting
harmonies. The choir is led by musical director Alison Phillips, with John Gough on
piano.

The first half featured works by John Rutter, Kerensa Briggs and Eric Whitacre,
alongside traditional carols. After refreshments, Concordia returned with popular
festive classics including Silent Night and Hark the Herald Angels Sing.

Adding to the festive atmosphere were 28 decorated trees from the church’s
Storybook Christmas Tree Festival. Proceeds from the evening will support the
ongoing preservation of St Mary’s Church.
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VMegan | ee

\ stunning voice (hat bridges genres

06.02.26 | 7PM | £10

For tickets visit Tea at the Tower any Sunday afternoon or call Stephan 07731 800663

Renowned for her stunning voice and genre-bridging style, Megan Lee promises an
unforgettable performance, blending contemporary jazz and blues with a fresh,
soulful pop edge. Her distinctive sound and expressive delivery have made her one of
the North West’s most sought-after vocalists.

Megan has shared the stage with respected artists including Rumer, Kat Eaton and
Sarah Jane Morris, and has performed at the legendary Ronnie Scott’s jazz club. Her
musical journey began as a teenager, inspired by jazz and blues icons such as Ella
Fitzgerald and Peggy Lee, before embracing modern influences like Melody Gardot
and Madeleine Peyroux. Years of live performances at venues and festivals across the
region have helped her build a loyal following.




Acton Messy Church

Advent to Candlemas at Messy Church

We’ve let our light shine over the past few months. In November we heard Jesus
comparing his followers to salt and light and explored what that meant for us. We
decided it was no good hiding our light where it couldn’t be seen - we need to shine if
we are to make a difference to the lives of people round us. Then it was all hands on
deck to make decorations for our Creation Story Christmas Tree.

Christmas came early as we opened gifts to tell the nativity story and fill the stable
with a bumper crop of characters. We already had Jesus the best gift of all and baby
Pippa played the part beautifully. The children all had a gift to take home and got
busy with different Christmas decorations while we all enjoyed tea and Jesus’s
birthday cake.

Candlemas (2nd Feb) was celebrated in January. The children dramatised the story of
Mary and Joseph presenting 6 week old Jesus at the Temple who was recognised as the
Saviour, the Light of the world by Simeon and Anna. We explored different types of
light to describe the character of Jesus, introduced a version of Simeon’s song, the
Nunc dimittis and made tea light holders and candle cakes.




EXERCISE CLASS

Specifically designed for people with neurological conditions
including (not limited to) stroke, Parkinson’s Disease, Multiple
Sclerosis, spinal cord injury, brain tumour

PHYSIOTHERAPY .

INSTRUCTED The. QR c.oc.le below will takg you to the
Why Join Our Class? Parish Giving Scheme website where

EVERY TUESDAY . ,

@10:30 A8 Expert guidance from you can make a donation to St Mary’s,
experienced physiotherapists Acton.

THE GOODWILL Exerclse regularly andincrease Either a one off or a regular monthly

LRSS GV B your general fitness and donation
ROAD, FADDILEY [T

Ccws S Supportive Environment with a

£15 per cup of tea or coffee together
session after the class.

Book your place:

LEELEEIEERLEIEE We also offer one to one
\ ULIERZZZE LB neurological physiotherapy
NPT o o I assessment and treatment
07419 779828 in your own home.

neuro.physio@outlook.com

jacinta@sharpneurological.com

3 Acre Secure Dog Walking Field

Find uson Tel: 01829 760622
[i Facebook @ 07857 545558

Wettenhall, Winsford, Cheshire. CW7 4DQ www. gshhousekennels .com




NWF Fuels

Your Local Fuel Distributor

Q Heating oil, Aga oil and premium oils

Q Bulk fuels including DERV & gas oil

Q No-fee fuels cards for access to
over 3,500 sites nationwide

Q A range of tanker sizes and
delivery options

Need fuel? Call our team
or order online today:




CANALSIDE

GARDEN CENTRE

Seasonal plants, Hanging baskets.
Workshops and Classes.
Café coming soon!

Dani@Canalsidegardencentre.co.uk
07493 526882

Little Porters Hill
Frith Lane

Wrenbury
@ Nantwich
CWS5 8HQ




wiy THE ROYAL OAK

WORLESTON

QUIZ NIGHTS
SUNDAY ROAST
DOG FRIENDLY

¢ 9 /S 1] SPORT
s o CHILDRENS PLAY AREA
i CAR SHOWS & BIKE NIGHTS

& wled Topr 3 vetaseal, o Trpadogor

el

THE ROYAL OAK WORLESTON ‘7‘ R
94 Main Road, Worleston, Nantwich, CW5 6DN @ A
01270691306 X \
info@theroyaloakworleston.co.uk : A




Cross Country Pages
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this monh to

Herbie Major Missy Shaw
James Hassall Mollie Yarwood
Louie Elliott Niamh Ward

Madison Warrington Poppy Rowland

Special Birthdays

Special Happy Birthday wishes to Anne
Brooks as she celebrates her 70th
birthday on 12th February.

Congratulations

To Lynne and Ginge Ablard who will be
celebrating their Diamond Wedding
anniversary on 26 February.

Ladies Lunch

Wednesday 18t February
at
The Barbridge Inn, Barbridge
12:30 pm
All Welcome
£13.00

For further details contact:
Joyce Percival 01270691315,
Heather (07887 760930), Isobel

(624521), or Ann (528273)

A choice from the Lunch Menu

And Tea or Coffee

Fb r Mar
1 7lh 1 oth 31 st

Badger Church Minshull

| Home Farm Park South

"l Lea Green

| Home Farm Park North
Lea Green

Wettenhall Church
Station Rd Calveley

Tollemache Arms
*l Alpraham

Feb Mar Mar
12!h 5th 26th
Pinfold Craft Centre
| Poole
Worleston Station
Aston Juxta Mondrum

Worleston Village Hall

Feb Mar
1”9"\ 12th -
| Farmers Arms
Ravensmoor
Goodwill Hall Faddiley
Greenfields Farm
Gadel

71

Tuesdays
Arr | Dep
10:20 | 10:45

11:10
11:30

12:05
13:35

11:50
12:20

14:05

“Arr | Dep |
11:00

11:35
11:50

Thursdays
Arr | T
10:00
10:30

Apr
——2"d




















































